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For The Love Of Water  
by Courtney Cooper, Seattle Afloat/Keller Williams North Seattle

For two days in September, we were 
interviewed and filmed by a crew from 
CNN including correspondent Vanessa 
Yurkevich.  Molly and I say no to every 
filming request that we get from shows 
like Househunters, Tiny Houses, etc. We 
greatly respect the privacy of our floating 
homes community and want to protect 
this coveted lifestyle.  When we got the 
call to talk about Seattle floating homes 
by an extremely respected network, 
we agreed.  We chose to agree to this 
particular request because we felt that 
our floating home neighborhood could 
provide some much needed joy and light 
heartedness in the news today.  Plus, It 
was CNN!

Our community is so special and I am 
always excited to talk about it and feel so 
fortunate to be a part of it. When CNN 
came to town, we had planned a modest 
boat ride in my Duffy around the lake so 
that I could show off the various floating 
home communities that make up our 
overall neighborhood. The day before 
they showed up for filming, my electric 
boat started acting up and I had to call 
Harbor Patrol as I had stalled in the 

middle of Lake 
Union and was 
drifting towards 
Wards Cove.  
That would 
have been 
embarrassing! 
I got new 
batteries, but 
didn’t want 
to take any 
chances, so I 
phoned a friend.  
My Designated 
Broker (and 
pal)  Steve has a 
beautiful Tiara 
boat and agreed 
to spend his   
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LOVE OF THE WATER CONTINUED...

entire day  touring the film crew in style 
around the lake while I was interviewed 
on the bow on an uncommonly warm 
and sunny day.

As I was interviewed about the various 
aspects of our community and what it 
was like to live on a floating home, I 
was reminded of why I live on one.  It’s 
all about the water for me. I love the 
reflections of it on my ceiling and the 
sound of it as the waves come in and 
are dispersed gently over the logs that 
make up my float pack. I love the rain 
pouring on the roof and lake around 
me which makes me feel like I am 
living in the middle of a water fountain 
sometimes.  It was fun to see how excited 
the camera crew got about the smallest 
things around our homes.  The gardens 
on the docks and other creative artwork 
here and there added such vibrancy to 
the story they were trying to tell. Such 
an outstanding community of neighbors 
that care about each other and all share 
the common bond of loving the water.

As newer folks move in and others 
move off the dock, the character and 
mood changes at times, but overall the 
spirit stays the same. I was asked a lot 
about gentrification of the neighborhood 
and how that had affected the docks, but 
it all keeps going back to the common 
bond that we all share - old or young, 
rich or poor.  We all love the water.  It 
was such a pleasure to show off our 
incredible neighborhood!  Look for it to 
air in coming weeks and we will keep you 
posted too! 

Cooper Jacobs Real Estate Group •  Keller Williams North Seattle
10700 Meridian Ave N #504, Seattle, WA 98133

Proud Supporters of The Seattle Floating Homes Association

Molly Cartwright
206-841-6800
Molly@CooperJacobs.com

Courtney Cooper
206-850-8841
Courtney@CooperJacobs.com

$799,000

Currently Listed in Beautiful Eastlake! 

2025 Fairview Ave E #Q Seattle, WA 98102

1 Bedroom 1 Bath 800 sqft Built 1983

Courtney Cooper (left) with 
Vanessa Yurkevich (CNN Coorespondent, right)

Molly Cartright (left), Courtney Cooper (center) with 
Steve Brown (right), our captain for the day
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City dwellers have long ventured up to 
the roof to escape the hustling crowds, 
enjoy some fresh air, and let their cares just 
drift right into space. In our tightly packed 
floating home community, rooftop decks 
are often the only private outdoor space 
for the homeowner, offering sweeping 
views up and down the lake and a prime 
place to watch the fireworks or catch 
some rays.

If you are considering adding one of these 
very popular features to your existing 
floating home, there are several issues you, 
your architect, and your builder will need 
to consider.

The first question is how to get up to the 
roof deck. The building code considers 

a roof deck as another floor level, and 
every floor level needs a code compliant 
access route. That means either a straight 
stairway (36” wide, 7 ¾” max riser and 10” 
min tread), or a spiral stair (60” minimum 
diameter). A ladder, as tempting as it might 
be to save space, doesn’t meet the code, 
whether through a hatch or from a lower 
level deck.

Your deck will also need railings, of 
course, and the shoreline code requires that 
these be visually open, as do many dock 
association bylaws. The top rail needs to be 
36” high above the deck surface and able 
to withstand a point load of 200 pounds. 
The guardrail infill members can be 
vertical, horizontal, or diagonal, but need 
to be spaced closely enough to prevent a 

4” sphere from passing through, known as 
the “grapefruit rule”. Attaching the railing 
posts to the building structure requires 
some careful thought; you can’t simply 
fasten them to the deck boards and assume 
it will work. The posts need to be securely 
connected to the building framing with bolts 
or lag screws, and a well-designed detail 
for those fastener penetrations through the 
waterproof envelope of the house cladding 
is crucial to prevent leaks.

The last iteration of the building code 
made a significant increase in the amount 
of weight a deck (in any location, not 
just the roof) needs to be able to support. 
That requirement is now 60 pounds per 
square foot (psf), more than double the 
design capacity for roof framing, which 
is required to support a 25 psf snow load. 
(Areas with lots of snow have much higher 
requirements). So if you are thinking of just 
adding a deck above your existing roof, it is 
quite likely that the current roof framing is 
inadequate to support a deck and will have 
to be reinforced or replaced, or the deck 
will have to be framed to bear on walls 
below.

Your architect will be very familiar with 
all these issues and can develop a design for 
you that will make this new outdoor feature 
a welcome oasis that will have you singing 
all summer long.

If you would like to explore adding 
a roof deck, remodeling your floating 
home, or building a new one, please 
contact Bruce Donnally at 

(206) 283-4699  

www.DonnallyArchitects.com

Up On The Roof
by Bruce Donnally, AIA, Donnally Architects

Just Listed! Two-Bedroom Floating Home

2420 Westlake Ave N #8 Seattle, WA 98109

Molly Cartwright
206-841-6800
Molly@CooperJacobs.com

Courtney Cooper
206-850-8841
Courtney@CooperJacobs.com

$699,000

Cooper Jacobs Real Estate Group •  Keller Williams North Seattle
10700 Meridian Ave N #504, Seattle, WA 98133

Proud Supporters of The Seattle Floating Homes Association

An adorable two bed/one bath floating home sits proudly mid-dock on 
a friendly and fantastic co-op dock in Westlake.  Refinished hardwoods, 
updated heating/cooling system, walk around deck, and boat moorage.  
700 square feet of this total water loving lifestyle ready for you.
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Carol says that she has always joked about 
writing a cookbook about meals in a cup 
because you can’t eat salad on a plate on the 
rail of a sailboat without it blowing away in 
the wind.  While her experience providing 
tasty nourishment on the boat to the crew 
in a sailboat race may seem utilitarian in 
nature, her beautiful plated creations are 
in fact mouthwatering and delicious. This 
collection of recipes is cleverly divided up 
into categories like “At Anchor”, “Dock 
Parties”, “Racing Meals”, and “Stormy 
Weather”.  There are brilliant recipes with 
no clean up required like “eggs cooked in a 
bag” and spicy exciting recipes like “corn + 
black bean salad” or “chili verde”. 

In addition 
to the recipes, 
N o r t h w e s t 
Cooking Afloat 
also offers us 
glimpses into the 

sailboat racing life and the beautiful scenery 
along the way.  I loved reading about how 
delicious and warm soups and stews are with 
the chilly breezes in the annual November 
San Juan Islands Round The County race 
weekend tour. Carol offers helpful tips like 
saving the minestrone soup until the end of 
a boating trip to use up the leftover veggie 
ingredients.  She also has expert insights on 
how to find, catch and eat dungeness crab 
along the way  - with a cold beer and warm 
loaf of sourdough bread, of course. 

Obviously, I highly recommend you visit 
NorthwestCookingAfloat.com and follow 
her on Instagram, too.  We can’t wait for the 
cookbook, Carol! 

My darling 
dock neighbor 
Carol Buchan 
has the most 
d e l i g h t f u l 
Instagram feed, 

but it makes me so hungry every time I 
see a new picture.  Carol’s Instagram 
handle is @northwestcookingafloat, 
but if you are not on Instagram, you 
can still see her delectable pictures and 
recipes on NorthwestCookingAfloat.com.  
According to Carol and her family and 
friends,  “Everything tastes better on a 
boat”, and that is the underlying thought 
of this delicious idea. Luckily, Carol is also 
working on a cookbook for people who 
like to provide meals deliciously on the 
water. I have personally had the pleasure 
of experiencing her food first hand at our 
dock meetings and parties on Portage Bay 
so I am excited about any cookbook she 
creates! 

Carol Buchan’s Northwest Cooking Afloat 
by Courtney Cooper, Seattle Afloat

butternut squash + kale torte

nutty baked granola bars

pumpkin muffins

dark chocolate your way

asian plum sauce

smoked salmon sushi

eggs cooked in a bag

south of the border potato skins

wedge salad
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We  who  live  in  the  Pacific  NW  know  
that  fall  is  an  amazingly  beautiful  
season.  The  changing  leaves  can  be  
intense  and  vibrant,  and  in  hues  not  
seen  in  any  summer  flower.  Fall  color  
transitions  quickly  into  winter  drab  but  
your  containers  can  continue  to  look  
beautiful  with  a  little  attention.  When  
the  weather  outside  is  frightful,  your  
containers  can  still  look  delightful!    

Here  are  3  steps  to  help  you  create  
unique  and  beautiful  containers  for  fall  
and  winter:    

1. Choose  a  Strong  Focal  Element  

A  tall,  central  plant  is  key  to  creating  
a  container  that  stands  out.  For  a  fun,  
spiky  element,  try  New  Zealand  flax.  
This  tall,  evergreen  grass  is  unbeatable  
for  its  range  of  colors,  from  a  warm  
chocolate  to  stripes  of  pink  or  bright  
yellow  and  green.  Camellia  spp.  and  
Drimys  spp.  sport  evergreen  foliage  and  
begin  blooming  in  late  winter,  while  
evergreen  Nandina  spp.  have  attractive  
foliage  in  all  four  seasons,  with  the  
bonus  of  glowing  fall  color.   

2.  Use  Contrasting  Colors,  
Textures,  and  Shapes  

A  mix  of  colors,  texture,  and/or  shapes  
make  for  a  more  interesting  container.  
Pair  the  delicate,  bright  yellow  leaves  
of  lonicera  nitida  or  Sedum  rupestre  
‘Angelina’  with  the  brilliant  and  varied  
hues  of  Heuchera  spp.,  whose  broad  
leaves  sparkle  and  shine  when  covered  
in  rain  drops  and  become  magical  
when  dusted  with  frost.  In  a  more  
monochromatic  container,  the  broad,  
jagged  leaves  of  variegated  bear’s  
breeches  are  a  perfect  complement  to  
the  finer  textures  of  grasses  and  ferns. 

 

3.   Prolong  Your  Container’s  Life  
with  a  Mix  of  Annuals  and  
Perennials  

Get  the  most  out  of  your  container  
with  both  annuals  and  perennials.  Fall  
and  winter-blooming  annuals  add  flower  
power  now,  while  perennial  foliage  will  
take  your  container  through  multiple  
seasons.  For  a  zap  of  instant  color,  tuck  
in  a  few  cheery  annuals  such  as  winter  

pansies,  Cyclamen  spp.,  ornamental  
cabbage,  or  bright  mums.  Perennial  
heather  will  bloom  now  and  take  on  
pretty  fall  hues,  while  hellebores  begin  
flowering  in  December  and  continue  
well  into  early  spring,  depending  on  
the  variety  you  choose.    

Want  some  expert  assistance?  Set  up  
a  consultation  with  Swansons’In-
Home  Container  Design  Service.  
We  work  with  your  unique  space  to  
create  individually-designed  containers  
matched  to  your  home  or  business,  
installed  directly  on  your  premises.  To  
learn  more,  visit swansonsnursery.com/
container-design or  contact  Charlo  at  
swansonsdesign@gmail.com.

3  Container  Design  Tips  from  Swansons  Nursery  
By Charlo Wang, In-Home Container Design Manager, Swansons Nursery

ANDRAPAIGE DESIGNS
a graphic design studio

ANDRAPAIGE.COM | 206.484.0284

For small & medium businesses & groups 
Logos • Branding • Websites • Creative Work

Flyers, Postcards, Ads and more with PRINTING 

DOES YOUR MARKETING LOOK LIKE 

THE PROFESSIONAL YOU ARE? 

AndraPaige Graphic Design Studio works with 

smaller businesses and groups who think big. 

We are the creative on your team to ensure you 

give your clients the right impression with clean 

and sharp graphic design. I work directly with 

my clients to make sure they getting exactly 

what their business or group needs. 

-Alexandra Chapman, owner
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What an exciting year for the floating 
home community!  

For starters, we had a great tribute to the 
Terry Pettus Park in June.  Too many 
wonderful folks to mention but the key 
starter for this act of kindness is Dixie 
Pintler.  Next time you find yourself south 
of the 2017 Fairview Ave E Log Foundation 
dock, take a moment and recognize the 
public park in Terry’s honor and admire 
the lovely plaque.  

Let’s not forget the 2018 Floating Home 
Tour.  Record number of tickets sold 

2018 Floating Home Market Report Q1-Q3

to folks who are very fascinated by our 
floating world.  A huge thank you to all the 
homeowners who graciously opened up 
their homes to tour ticket holders. And all 
the wonderful event volunteers too!

Last but certainly not least, we have your 
up-to-date floating home Market Report 
for Q1 through current Q3.

As I write this report, NINETEEN 
Seattle floating homes have sold totalling 
$26,281,500 in combined sales.  There are 
currently three in pending status still and 
seven that are actively on the market.  We 
are not including any housebarges in condo 
slips - only floating homes here.  Lake Union 
and Portage Bay got a little late start this 
year and the sales really started ramping up 
in September.  The highest priced (so far) 
floating home sold in 2018 at $3,575,000 was 
in Portage Bay.  It covers 2349 square feet 
and includes a basement, three bedrooms, 
2.5 bathrooms, and most importantly it is at 
the end of the dock.  A close second was 
given to the lucky seller in Wards Cove.  
This beauty sold for $3,500,000 ($100,000 
over asking price!) in mid September.  
Some record setting stats here!

As we see home prices balance in our 
Seattle market with more homes for buyers 
to choose from, so goes it for the floating 
home market too.  We saw quite a surge of 
floating homes actively looking for a new 
owner peaking around August hence why 
we saw 8 homes close in just September 
alone.  In fact average days on market has 
been 19 days.  

Looking at some median numbers, the 
lowest sold floating home was $455,000 
and the highest was $3,575,000.  So looking 
at the median price for floating homes we 
clocked in at $1,450,000.

By Molly Cartwright, Seattle Afloat 

MARKET UPDATE

206. 283. 4699 info@DonnallyArchitects.com
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Cooper Jacobs Real Estate Group •  Keller Williams North Seattle
10700 Meridian Ave N #504, Seattle, WA 98133

Proud Supporters of The Seattle Floating Homes Association

Molly Cartwright
206-841-6800
Molly@CooperJacobs.com

Courtney Cooper
206-850-8841
Courtney@CooperJacobs.com

$1,475,000

Pending in Eclectic Eastlake! 

2219 Fairview Ave E #10 Seattle, WA 98120

2 Bedrooms 1.5 Baths 1,248 sqft Built 1975

Member FDIC

floating home loans made simple

Since 1953, Sound Community 
Bank has always put one thing 

first - you!  With competitive rates 
and flexible terms, it’s easy and 

affordable to purchase, 
refinance or remodel your 

floating home.  

 All loans subject to credit approval.

soundcb.com | 800.458.5585

Get a quick and free pre-approval 
at Sound Community Bank!

NMLS #414462



Cooper Jacobs Real Estate Group •  Keller Williams North Seattle
10700 Meridian Ave N #504, Seattle, WA 98133

Proud Supporters of The Seattle Floating Homes Association

Molly Cartwright
206-841-6800
Molly@CooperJacobs.com

Courtney Cooper
206-850-8841
Courtney@CooperJacobs.com

Please Welcome Our New Neighbor

COPEPOD: 2331 Fairview Ave E #J

1 Bedroom 3/4 Bath 600 sqft Built 1920

with full 
size candy 
bars from 
the Buchan 
house and 
there was 
great candy 
at #5, #6, 
and #7 
as well!  
London 
and I were 
fairly sure 
that some of 
our neighbors were shocked to even get 
a knock on the door at all so instead of 
trick or treating for their candy we gave 
them a treat from his loot bag! They 
loved this, but I think we might be able 
to rally them more next year.  Overall, 
it was adorable and fun.  How was the 
trick or treating on your dock?

Floating Trick Or Treat Recap
By Courtney Cooper, Seattle Afloat

At our floating home in Portage Bay, 
we have a lot of fun decorating for 
Halloween and this year we received a 
lot of compliments on the quirky little 
container graveyards that framed our 
entry door.  There of course is never a 
need to add fake webs as the existing 
resident spiders are already productive 
enough spinning lots of real ones over 
our 100 year old houseboat on a regular 

basis. There’s 
not a ton 
of trick or 
treaters on 
the docks 
typically.  
Those who 
venture to 
the end of our 
dock will find 
themselves 
rewarded 

SOLD


